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an emotion connected either with the stimulus word or with
the reply. The emotion always depends upon the fact that
the stimulus word has struck a complex. Prolongation
of the reaction-time is not the only symptom that discloses
the existence of a complex. There are many others which
I cannot now enumerate.
The complexes revealed by means of the association
experiment usually concern things which the test-person
would prefer to keep secret; often things of a painful nature,
of whose very existence he is unconscious. When a stimulus
word strikes a complex, the test-person may have no associa-
tions at all, of a too abundant supply of them, so that choice
is momentarily impossible. Hence we see that disturbed
reactions are indicated in many ways other than by a prolonga-
tion of time. Moreover, if, having completed the series of
tests, we ask the test-person to repeat the answers he gave,
we find that the normal reactions are remembered, while
those connected with the complex are easily forgotten.
The properties of the autonomous complex can be summed
up from these facts. The complex creates a disturbance of
mental reaction; it delays or distorts the reply; it produces
an inconvenient reaction, or it suppresses the memory of
the former reply. It« interferes with the conscious and
interrupts its intentions; therefore we call it autonomous.
When we try the experiment on a neurotic or insane person,
we discover that the complexes disturbing the reactions
belong in fact to the main content of the psychic derange-
ment. These complexes not only disturb the experimental
reactions, but are also determinants of the morbid symptoms.
I have examined cases where the test-person replied to specific
stimulus words with incoherent and apparently meaningless
words, breaking out against his conscious intention, as though
a strange being had spoken through him. These words
belong to the unconscious complex. Complexes when
excited by external stimuli can produce sudden confusion,
or violent emotion, depression, anxiety-states, and all sorts

